
 

 
 

 

   

 

 

Monash University Student Association (MUSA) 

Monash Student Council (MSC) 

9
th

 Council Meeting Minutes 

 

Date: 8
th
 August 2011 

Time: 6.10 p.m. 

Venue: Room B6210, Level 2, Building B6 

The following members of the council were present, constituting a quorum: 

Voting Members 

 

President:      Yvonne Yap (chair-casting vote only)                     

Vice President:     Simon Ho Jian Xiong                    

General Secretary:    Tham Tse Leng 

Treasurer:     Teng Wei Lin (Grace)     

Head of Clubs & Societies:   Kok Wai Hong 

Activities Chairperson:    Gan Jieh Wen (Rachel) 

Publicity Officer:    Mohammed Nabil Fahim                              

Welfare Officer:    Ong Yuan Ting                                                   

Wom*ns’ Officer:    Gan Sue Tee 

School of Business Representative:  Sahil Rasiklal Kamani    

      Michelle Angeline Khor Ee Ling                                       

School of Science Representative:  Rachel Quah Hwei Chyn    

      Ali Mehdi   

School of Engineering Representative:  Voon Seen Yee (Victoria)          

      Aaron Ng Tze Heng       

School of Arts Representative:   Seow Choon Hui    

      Lindley Tam Su-Ean   

School of IT Representative:   Hana Putri Christian                   



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

School of Medicine Representative:  Samuel Kwok Chia Wei               

MUISS President:    Anjab Hossain 

MUPA President:    Ramesh Kumar [proxy]  

Non-voting Members                                    

Vice President:     Loo Juo Nan                            

Head of Clubs & Societies:   Hung Mun Kum (Kimberly)                       

Treasurer:      Koh Wenying                                                           

Welfare Officer:    Jonathan Lim Yi Wei                 

Editor:       Sadat Osman                

      Francis Nishantha Perera 

Absence (With Apology)             

Publicity Officer:    Audrey Tho Bee Ching                                          

School of Medicine Representative:   Chiam Joo Anne                                                                                         

     

Absence (Without Apology)                                                                  

Wom*ns’ Officer:     Nisha Chandra Segar                   

Editor:       Lee Jun-Elle     

      Jody Wong Tze En                                    

School of IT Representative:    Pradeesh Paramesrawan 

Meeting Chairperson 

Yvonne Yap 

Student Representatives  

Nandinhi                                                                                                                                                                              

Meeting Agenda was handed out to everyone. 

1. Welcome of Student Representatives  

1.1. Tse Leng began the meeting by welcoming student representative, Nandinhi to the 8
th
 MSC 

Meeting.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

2. Acceptance of Apology Letters 

2.1.  Audrey could not attend the meeting as she had prior family plans.  

Motion #1: ‘That the Publicity Officer’s letter of absence is accepted by the Council’ – tabled 

by Lindley, seconded by Nabil. 

For: 19 

Against: 0 

Abstention: 0 

Motion carried unanimously.  

2.2. Joo Anne was unable to attend the meeting today as she is currently in Johor on her rural posting 

as required by her course.  

Motion #2: ‘That the Female School of Medicine and Health Sciences Representative’s letter 

of absence and proxy appointment is accepted by the Council’- tabled by Choon Hui, seconded 

by Nabil.  

For: 19 

Against: 0 

Abstention: 0 

Motion carried unanimously. 

3. 2011 Office Bearers’ Progress Reports 

3.1. President’s  Progress Report 

3.1.1. Car park issue updates 

3.1.1.1. The metal link bridge from the paid car park will be closed due to Kesas Highway 

roadworks.  

3.1.1.2. Renovations at the Sierra car park (jungle) will be postponed till further notice.  

3.1.1.3. The opening of the backgate at the free-parking zone is still in discussions. The Exco 

has contacted Mr. Jasbir Singh regarding this matter since the start of the year, but 

have received no concrete confirmation regarding further action plan.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

3.1.1.4. Several pending issues yet to be resolved, include timings at which gates will be 

opened and shortage of security guards. We have proposed for the backgate to be 

opened during peak hours from 8am to 10am and again at 4pm to 5pm.  

3.1.2. Subsidising training costs for Wild Adventure Club  

3.1.2.1. Club members have approached Mr. Jasbir Singh with regards to getting training 

from professionals to equip them with proper skills to take part their outdoor activities.  

3.1.2.2. As such training costs does amount to a significant amount of money, funds provided 

to each club by C&S Division is definitely not sufficient and would require additional 

subsidies.  

3.1.2.3. Suggestion was raised for the Club to select those who have indicated substantial 

commitment in remaining in the Club and will have several years left of studies in 

Monash to attend such training provided skills learnt can be passed on.  

3.1.2.4. Safety of students is important and as long as C&S Division are able to draft a policy 

to ensure such additional partial funding is provided is fair for all clubs, funding 

should not be an issue.  

3.1.2.5. However, given that it is almost the end of the year, it is advisable that the Wild 

Adventure Club only signs up for training next year.  

3.1.3.  EMF submissions   

3.1.3.1. Budget proposals and EMF should be submitted at the same time. Approval of one 

does not guarantee the approval of the other. To avoid any complications, particularly 

to funding, submit both documents early as required by the SOPs drafted.  

3.1.4.  Other matters  

3.1.4.1. Students have been asking as to why they are not given the chance to participate in 

events that we have been invited to as a university. This is an ongoing issue that needs 

immediate attention. Many invitations are sent directly to Student Services and are 

usually not forwarded to council members in time to disseminate information to the 

general student population. Coordination meeting with relevant parties will be set up.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

3.1.4.2. School of IT Representative, Pradeesh left for student exchange this July/August but 

we have yet to receive any resignation or apology letters. He will be asked to resign 

from his post via e-mail as such behaviour should not be allowed to set precedence.  

3.1.4.3. Yvonne is currently finishing up reports for the next Student Experience Network 

meeting that is held through teleconference with Australian counterparts, discussing 

and sharing ideas that can be brought to each campus.  

Motion #3: ‘That the MUSA President’s progress report  is accepted by the Council’- tabled by 

Rachel Gan, seconded by Wai Hong.  

For: 19 

Against: 0 

Abstention: 0 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Ali arrived at 7:08 p.m. 

3.2. Vice President’s Progress Report 

3.2.1. Vice Presidents thank school representatives for sending in their APC hearing reports. Only 

one pending is School of Medicine and Health Sciences’ report. 

3.2.2. Subsidies for WorldMUN in 2012, Canda 

3.2.2.1. Vice Presidents’ subsidies for international conferences limits RM12,000 or RM3,000 

per person as a maximum amount. However, a group of students from the United 

Nations Club are interested in representing Monash University Sunway campus in the 

WorldMUN 2012 held in Canada. Amount requested is RM66,000 if fees are paid by 

15
th
 November, thus matter is brought forth to the council for a vote.  

3.2.2.2. President of UN Club, Onne presented details of international conference, inclusive 

of detailed breakdown of expenses.  

3.2.2.3. The trip ideally should cover expenses of 15 students (enough to form a team). The 

conference is five days along, with about 20 hours of activities per day. Expenses 

listed covers accommodation, airfare, registration fees, travelling and food expenses.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

Lindley left at 7:11 p.m.  

3.2.2.4. MUSA should be supportive of such events that enhance student experience, 

development and international exposure. Furthermore, it is a good chance for Monash 

University Sunway campus’ talented students (UN Club members have won awards in 

every committee in the MUN held in Taylors) to compete in the international arena.  

3.2.2.5. Suggestion by council members were to partially subsidise these expenses using 

funds previously allocated for the Arts’ Festival and possibly looking into revising the 

Vice Presidents’ subsidies policy to cap maximum amounts according to percentage of 

expenses. Meantime, Simon and Yvonne should approach PVC for funding. 

Maximum of RM12,000 subsidy is promised.  

Sadat left at 7:28 p.m.  

3.3. Treasurers’ Progress Report  

3.3.1. Expenses report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.3.1.1. Highlighted sections are the updated and new expenses. Most items are reported in 

net expenses.  

3.3.1.2. MUISS Division was reminded that after closing their accounts, they would barely 

have RM400 of balance left. Publicity Department is also nearing its’ budget 

constraint. This may be a large problem for MUISS as only a 10% increment is 

allowed for divisions under the Constitution.  

3.3.2.  Welfare Department’s Income Statement  

3.3.2.1. As promised from previous meeting, the Welfare Departments’ Income Statement 

was presented.  

3.3.2.2. Gym membership fees contribute almost over RM1,000 of revenue, and every loss 

reported is usually explained by low gym membership fees. Waiving all gym 

membership fees would likely spell as more losses in the future.  

3.3.2.3. Council members agreed on waiving gym membership fees but not refunding them 

this semester as it would be very difficult to do so systematically and fairly.  

Motion #4: ‘That the motion to waive gym membership fees next year onwards is accepted by the 

Council’- tabled by Rachel Gan, seconded by Wai Hong.  

For: 11 

Against: 3 

Abstention: 5 

Motion carried. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

3.3.3. Amendments and clarifications to SOP  

3.3.3.1. Any days mentioned in the SOP refers to academic days only.  

3.3.3.2. Additionally, “last payment date” refers to the event day itself, council members 

should refrain from negotiating late payment with external parties.  

3.3.3.3. “Forty academic days “commences from the date complete documents reach the 

Treasurers till the date of event or the date when first payment is required.  

3.3.3.4. Any documents submitted after 5pm would be considered only submitted the next 

day.  

3.3.3.5. Council members were reminded strictly not to make promises to suppliers before 

obtaining budget approvals from Treasurers. Approval of EMF does not guarantee 

approval of budget proposal for the same event. Additionally, reimbursement will only 

be allowed for purchases approved by MUSA Treasurers before purchases are made.  

3.3.3.6. Always obtain original invoice for any cheque requests. Refrain from accepting fax 

requests.  

3.3.3.7. Treasurers promised to persuade Finance Department to accept digital signatures on 

invoices to facilitate smoother payments.  

Motion #5: ‘That the motion amendments to Treasurers’ SOP are accepted by the Council’- tabled 

by Simon, seconded by Rachel Quah.  

For: 19 

Against: 0 

Abstention: 0 

Motion carried unanimously. 

3.3.4. Racks in the Gym Storeroom  

3.3.4.1. Racks are to be installed very soon and help was requested during the mid-semester 

break to organise items accordingly.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

Motion #6: ‘That the MUSA Treasurers’ progress report is accepted by the Council’- tabled by 

Choon Hui, seconded by Angeline.  

For: 19 

Against: 0 

Abstention: 0 

Motion carried unanimously. 

3.4. MUISS’ Progress Report 

3.4.1. MUISS Movie Night Funding Issue  

3.4.1.1. Initial budget proposal was rejected as it did not meet timeline set out in the SOP. 

Additionally, there was miscommunication between MUISS committee members and 

external supplier as no written confirmation was given, but theatre was booked 

anyway. Eventually, time and circumstances did not allow the event to be cancelled 

without budget approval.  

3.4.1.2. Proposal of motion is to fund MUISS Movie Night.  

3.4.1.3. Council member pointed out that such precedence should not be set. SOPs set should 

be adhered to strictly and there should be ample time for decision-making. Strong 

advice was given yet again, to submit both budget proposals and EMF simultaneously 

to avoid such predicaments.  

3.4.1.4. Funding aside, the event received good feedback, with students requesting for more 

of such movie events.  

Motion #7: ‘That the proposal for MUISS’ Movie Night funding is accepted by the Council’- tabled 

by Choon Hui, seconded by Rachel Quah.  

For: 5 

Against: 5 + 1 (casting chair vote) 

Abstention: 7 

Motion not passed. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

3.4.2. MUISS Melaka Tour  

3.4.2.1. A total of 132 students participated in this new tour held on 13
th
 August.  

3.4.2.2. Places of interests visited included the A Famosa Safari and Water Park, 3 different 

museums and Jonker Street.  

3.4.2.3. Student response was good as seats were booked out in 2 days. 87% of students rated 

above 4 out of 5 for the entire event.  

3.4.2.4. Processing of the budget could have been done sooner as late payment was negotiated 

with suppliers. The trip was also tiring as it took over 90 minutes of commuting.  

Victoria left at 8:30 p.m.  

3.4.3. Charity Iftar Night  

3.4.3.1. Charity Iftar Night was held on 19
th
 August  evening at the Exam Hall with an 

expected guest number of 200 persons.  

3.4.3.2. Activities included informing students about the month of Ramadhan and fasting, 

carrying out the Maghrib prayers, followed by Iftar (dinner) and spending time with 

orphans. 

3.4.3.3. Students had a chance to do something nice for the orphans as a form of charity.  

3.4.3.4. Non-muslim students were very patient and understanding, waiting for all Muslims 

for finish with prayers before eating.  

3.4.3.5. No funding was provided in bringing the orphans, MUISS committee had to pay from 

their own pockets.  

3.4.3.6. Turnout was not as expected as there was strong competition from Islamic Society 

who organised an Iftar Night as well but were selling tickets for a fraction of the price.  

3.4.4. Cultural Diversity Day 

3.4.4.1. Cultural Diversity Day will be held 13
th
 September at the Monash Main Foyer, in 

front of Building 2. More than 10 countries will be represented in the country booths.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

3.4.4.2. Activities include a Cultural Fashion Show, Lion Dance and Henna.  

3.4.5. MUISS Battle of Bands 

3.4.5.1. MUISS Battle of Bands will be held on 7
th
 October, from 5pm to 11pm.  

3.4.6. MUISS Pool Tournament  

3.4.6.1. MUISS Pool Tournament will not include a foosball tournament. Confirmation with 

Jon is needed with regards to charges for pool tournament.  

3.4.7.  Other Matters 

3.4.7.1. Appreciation dinner will be held next year 

3.4.7.2. MIMA should be out by end of this week.  

3.4.7.3. As funding is required for the additional events like MUISS Pool Tournament and 

Battle of Bands, proposal was brought up to shift Arts Festival Budget to MUISS 

events as it was originally opened to any students who are willing to organise any 

event.  

Motion #8: ‘That the proposal for budget allocated for Arts Festival is now shifted to fund MUISS 

events  is accepted by the Council’- tabled by Wai Hong, seconded by Nabil.  

For: 16 

Against:  

Abstention: 0 

Motion passed unanimously. 

3.5. Welfare Officers’’ Progress Report 

3.5.1.  The Welfare Forum meeting minutes are finished and will be posted up on the MUSA 

website. Issues discussed included cafeteria, library and car park issues.  

3.5.2. Gym equipment is not in good shape. The multipurpose machine and treadmill have broken 

down and currently is not usable as approval of quotations is still being approved by 

Purchasing. Succeeding Welfare Officers may face more problems as gym equipment 

warranties are expiring soon.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

3.5.3.  MUSA lounge has been refurnished with 3 sets of sofas.  

3.5.4. Sunway will be reminded regarding setting up of proper functioning GPS units in the shuttle 

buses.  

Motion #9: ‘That the MUSA Welfare Officers’ progress report  is accepted by the Council’- tabled 

by Nabil, seconded by Sahil.  

For: 16 

Against:  

Abstention: 0 

Motion passed unanimously. 

3.6. Activities Chairperson’s Progress Report  

3.6.1. Orientation Bash was held 30
th
 July at Bayu Beach Report, Port Dickson.  

3.6.2. All feedback received was above average.  

3.6.3. Monash Annual Ball will be held next Friday. Event starts at 7:30 p.m. to 12 midnight at 

Putrajaya Marriot.  

3.6.4. Tickets to MAB sold out in four days.  

Motion #10: ‘That the MUSA Activities Chairperson’s progress report is accepted by the Council’- 

tabled by Nabil, seconded by Angeline.  

For: 16 

Against:  

Abstention: 0 

Motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p. m.  

Prepared by,  

Tham Tse Leng 

General Secretary, Monash University Student Association 2011 


